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This Is Love: Grace 
 
The way of perfect love is both amazing and powerful, and yet remains 
unfamiliar to those poor souls on this beautiful blue planet. In all its 
way, love empowers. How so? My short answer is love is grace. 

The dark side of our human nature is hostile to grace. We live in a 
cultural environment where raw instincts seek control over life - in a 
political atmosphere where blaming others and passing judgment on 
them still hold sway in the way we live. I am not suggesting that there 
be no room for criticism and complaint, since they can be eye-opening 
and enlightening or even save us from self-destruction. I am with those 
who say that “critics are the unpaid guardians of our souls.” However, 
criticism and judgment that are horribly unfair and harsh can be 
disempowering, as they are both hurtful and harmful. 

Is God to blame for people’s bad behavior? Blaming Him for the 
problems we create is irresponsible. Cursing Him (and others) for every 
bad situation we face in life may be sport to poor souls, but doing so is 
the surest way to keep human nature’s dark side in power.  

Grace is one best weapon that can keep the dark side of our human 
nature in check or incapacitate its venom. What does grace mean then? 
To be sure, grace is none of these: tit for tat, reciprocity, and quid pro quo. 
Grace is like getting a free gift, when we do nothing to get it. It’s more 
like receiving something good we don’t deserve. A child receives love 
from the parents after conception or on the first day of life, not because 
of any good work he/she has done to earn that love. Grace is love in 
bold action shown to someone not based on quid pro quo. 
 Watch the film Les Misérables, and you will get a better glimpse of 
grace’s beauty. The story is about a convict who is locked up for a minor 
crime but manages to escape the hand of injustice, starts a new life 
empowered by the spirit of other-help, loves the detective still bent on 
punishing him, and refuses to harm his foe when put in his hands. 
 The sweetest story of grace is demonstrated through the love of God 
who sent His Son Jesus Christ to die on the cross for the sins of this 
world. Humanity didn’t earn His love through any good work. We can 
be set free from the bondage of sin, the dark side of our nature, through 
faith in God because of His grace. Nothing else but through faith in Him 
by His grace alone can set us free: “For by grace you have been saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a 
result of works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). 
 Only God can grant us a beautiful heart that beats with grace. 


