
Life’s Three Greatest Seeds 

The term greatness has fired the imagination of many people 
throughout history, from generation to generation. For some, the 
term means being superior to others. One dictionary puts it in a 
more positive light: “the quality of being great, distinguished, or 
eminent.” But what is “great”? To me, greatness should refer to 
the supreme status of someone who does not follow the crowd 
but dares to do something whose purpose is higher than oneself 
and who also lives one’s life for the sake of others.  
 You may have heard stories of great leaders. Alexander the 
Great is one good example. Born in 356 B.C., he took the throne of 
the Greek kingdom of Macedon at the age of 20 and quickly 
conquered many parts of the world. His empire was once 
expansive, stretching from the Balkans to Egypt and to India 
(modern-day Pakistan). He defeated the mighty Persian Empire 
whose army outnumbered his and later conquered others. He 
invaded India in 326 B.C. and defeated the Indians whose army 
was equipped with big elephants he had never seen before. 
 How would you wish to achieve greatness? One is free to 
answer this question. For me, what we need most in our world 
today is not another Alexander the Great. How many foes and 
friends did he murder? Where is his empire now? He died young 
in 323 B.C. and then his empire began to disintegrate.  
 Why Alexander was brilliant as a military strategist and won 
many great battles is for historians to explain, but he believed that 
the gods were the ones who gave him his power. Drunk on 
ambition and power, he lost compassion, leaving his loyal soldiers 
exhausted, frustrated and no longer with a clear purpose. 

The true meaning of greatness to me is not one of ambition, 
conquest, and domination. I have been enlightened by what Jesus 
said about the meaning of success and greatness. “For what will it 
profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? 
(Matthew 16: 26). For Jesus, to be great is to be a servant of others. 
Belief is important, but not all forms of belief are beneficial to 
humanity in terms of nurturing love, hope, and faith. 
 Thus, there is nothing wrong with achieving greatness. In fact, 
there is too little of it in today’s world, if we a look at how much 
one loves others, how much hope one brings to where there is 
despair, and how much faith in the future one helps build in 
someone’s life. Love, hope, and faith: they are life’s three greatest 
seeds – seeds that can grow in anyone’s life to help one achieve a 
purpose higher than oneself and for the sake of others. 


