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There are many great love stories I have heard over the years, but 
the greatest of them all is not one between Napoleon and 
Josephine or Mark Antony and Cleopatra or Romeo and Juliet. 
 Napoleon the Emperor of France wrote these words to his wife 
Josephine, “I hope before long to crush you in my arms." To one 
of the world’s great conquerors she was his goddess. Sadly she 
couldn’t bear him an heir so they parted ways with their hearts’ 
refusal to move on, as their love didn’t vanish like the morning 
mist. At the end of his lonely world, her name was his last word. 

The love story of Antony and Cleopatra is tear-jerking: neither 
could live without the other. The love-stricken Roman emperor 
gave his lover a stunning wedding present, to the dismay of 
people in his own empire: much of the Middle East and many 
other things. He stabbed himself, after having falsely learned 
about her death. Upon hearing the news of his death, she took her 
life by subjecting it to an Egyptian snake’s deadly venom. 
 Among the love stories one between Juliet and Romeo stands 
out the most to me. Two teenagers fall in love with each other, 
even though they belong to two enemy families. They end their 
own lives in order to be together in death. The love they have for 
each other and their longing to be in one eternal place reveal that 
nothing in this universe could ever hope to take them apart. 

These are great love stories, but none of them is the greatest in 
history. The greatest love story ever told is one between God and 
humanity. It’s the amazing love that will never vanish, and so let 
me repeat this biblical verse: “For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3: 16).  

This is the highest form of love, much, much higher than the 
kind of love between mere mortals like Napoleon and Josephine, 
Antony and Cleopatra, Romeo and Juliet.  

God’s agape is all about the fact that He couldn’t bear to see 
anyone in this world separated from Him forever. 

This divine love is not a myth to me at all, though it may be so 
to many others. It’s still the greatest love story ever told!  


